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A Suffix attached to a Preposition is Objective 
(indicates the object of the preposition)

SPO

A Suffix attached to a Noun is Possessive

SNP

1. Objective and Subjective Suffixes

The vowel under the prefix pronoun will tell you:
a. Where the letter is missing (beginning, middle, or end) and
b. Which letter is missing

1. If the vowel under the prefix pronoun is sere then the root letter 
missing from the beginning of the root and will usually be a y

2. If the vowel under the prefix pronoun is qamets then the missing root 
letter will be in the middle of the root and will be W or A or y I

3. When any vowel other than sere or qamets appears under the prefix 
pronoun, the missing letter is at the end of the root and is always h

4. If a root appears to begin with two identical letters, due to the use of 
a dagesh forte, the first root letter is actually a n which has been 
assimilated to the second root letter

2. Finding the Missing Root Letter

NoYesPreceded by 
full vowel?

Only

t p k d g b
All except

r [ x h a
In what 
letters

Dagesh 
Lene

Dagesh
Forte

3. Dagesh Table
4. The Affix

rm;a'rBediAffix

rmarbdRoot

Qal
3 m sg. affix

Piel
3 m sg. affix

5. The Prefix (+ vav-conversive)

rm,aOYw:rBed;y>w:Prefix

rmarbdRoot

Qal
3 m sg. prefix

+ vav 
conversive

Piel
3 m sg. prefix 

+ vav 
conversive

6. The Construct

construct (first link)

1. The definite article [ the ·h;] can be attached only to the absolute.

2. The construct can never carry components which make a noun definite

3. The absolute may carry definite components

4. In a construct chain, if the absolute is definite, the whole chain is definite

5. In translating you place the definite article the in front of the whole chain

(last link) absolute

rb''D"hwhy

hwhy-rb;D>
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7. Definite Nouns

A noun can be definite (specific) in several ways: 

1. If it has the definite article

2. If it is a proper noun (a name)

3. If it has a possessive pronoun (my, his, etc.)

8. lk'

lk'lkolAkWithout 
dagesh

lK'lKolAKWith 
dagesh

ConstructAbsolute

9. !Be

ynEB.~yniB'Plural

!B,!BeSingular

ConstructAbsolute

10.rb'D"

yrEb.DI~yrib'D>Plural

rb;D>rb'D"Singular

ConstructAbsolute

11.l.

1. Regularly used to indicate possession and is the equivalent of the 
English verb have, in the sense of own.

Al !BeHe has a son

2. It often indicates the indirect object of the verb, the one who receives 
the action of the direct object. 

!TeYIw::~h'r'b.a;Al-rv,a]-lK'-ta,qx'c.yIl.

verbsubject
[noun]

direct object
[noun or noun clause]

indirect object
[noun + prep.]

12. Prefix/Affix Comparison

root prefix 
pronounroot

y[mv[dy

prefix
complement

affix
pronoun

WW

3 m. pl. prefix form3 c. pl. affix form
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13. Participle

1. In the Qal stem, A or O after the first root letter indicates the participle

2. Participles function as nouns, adjectives and verbs

3. Participles have noun endiNGs

4. Participles have no “person”

5. Participles modify nouns and pronouns

6. Whether used as a verbal action or noun the participle always involves 
someone doing something

7. The participle never stands for the action of the verb in the abstract

14. Participle Hints

Hint 1

You have a participle if the ambiguous form is combined with another 
participle

Hint 2

You most likely have a participle if the ambiguous form is combined with 

an independent pronoun or a pronoun attached to hNEhi

Hint 3

You have a participle if the definite article is attached to the ambiguous 
form, since the affix cannot be combined with the definite article

Wnar"q'

!t,ar"q.

~t,ar"q.

War>q)"

ytiar"q'

t.ar"q'

t'ar"q'

ha'r>q)"

ar"q'

3rd a 1st Guttural Strong15, Qal Affix

Pl.

Sg

!T,d>m;[]!T,d>q;P.2 f.

yTid>m;['yTid>q;P'1 c. 

Wdm.¥['Wdq.P)"3 c. 

~T,d>m;[]~T,d>q;P.2 m.

Wnd>m;['Wnd>q;P'1 c.

T.d>m;['T.d>q;P'2 f.

T'd>m;['T'd>q;P'2 m.

hd'm.¥['hd"q.P)"3 f.

dm;['dq;P'3 m.

hn"x.l;v.Tihn"d>qop.Ti2 f.pl.

xl;v.nI

Wxl.v.Ti

hn"x.l;v.Ti

Wxl.v.yI

xl;v.a,

yxil.v.Ti

xl;v.Ti

xl;v.Ti

xl;v.yI

3rd Guttural Strong16, Qal Prefix

Pl.

Sg

Wdq.p.Ti2 m.pl.

dqop.a,1 c. 

Wdq.p.yI3 m.pl. 

hn"d>qop.Ti3 f.pl.

dqop.nI1 c.pl.

ydiq.p.Ti2 f.

dqop.Ti2 m.

dqop.Ti3 f.

dqop.yI3 m.

Mid. Guttural Strong17, Piel Affix

Pl.

Sg

!T,k.r;Be!T,r>B;DI2 f.

yTik.r;BeyTir>B;DI1 c. 

Wkr>BeWrB.DI3 c. 

~T,k.r;Be~T,r>B;DI2 m.

Wnk.r;BeWnr>B;DI1 c.

T.k.r;BeT.r>B;DI2 f.

T'k.r;BeT'r>B;DI2 m.

hk'r>Behr"B.DI3 f.

%r:BerBeDI3 m.

hn"k.rEb'T.hn"r>Bed;T.2 f.pl.

%rEb'n>

Wkr]b'T.

hn"k.rEb'T.

Wkr]b'y>

%rEb'a]

ykir]b'T.

%rEb'T.

%rEb'T.

%rEb'y>

Mid. Guttural Strong18, Piel Prefix

Pl.

Sg

WrB.d;T.2 m.pl.

rBed;a]1 c. 

WrB.d;y>3 m.pl. 

hn"r>Bed;T.3 f.pl.

rBed;n>1 c.pl.

yrIB.d;T.2 f.

rBed;T.2 m.

rBed;T.3 f.

rBed;y>3 m.



4

Wnv.g:n"

!T,v.g:n

~T,v.g:n>

Wvg¥.n"

yTiv.g:n"

T.v.g:n"

T'v.g:n"

hv'g¥.n"

vg:n"

vgn !tnlpn19. Qal Affix1st n

Pl.

Sg

!T,t;n>!T,l.p;n>2 f.

yTit;n"yTil.p;n"1 c. 

Wnt.¥.n"Wlp¥.n"3 c. 

~T,t;n>~T,l.p;n>2 m.

WNt;n"Wnl.p;n"1 c.

T.t;n"T.l.p;n"2 f.

T't;n"T'l.p;n"2 m.

hn"t.¥.n"hl'p¥.n"3 f.

!t;n"lp;n"3 m.

hN"TeTihn"v.G:Tihn"l.PoTi3 f.

vG:nI

hn"v.G:Ti

WvG>Ti

WvG>yI

vG:a,

yviG>Ti

vG:Ti

vG:Ti
vG:yI

vgn !tnlpn20. Qal  Prefix 1st n

Pl.

Sg

hN"TeTihn"l.PoTi2 f.

!Tea,lPoa,1 c. 

WnT.yIWlP.yI3 m.

WnT.TiWlP.Ti2 m.

!TenIlPonI1 c.

ynIT.TiyliP.Ti2 f.

!TeTilPoTi2 m.

!TeTilPoTi3 f.

!TeyIlPoyI3 m.

hn"b.v;Tehn"ar<yTi3 f.

bvenE

hn"b.v;Te

Wbv.Te

Wbv.yE

bveae

ybiv.Te

bveTe

bveTe
bveyE

bvyary21. Qal  Prefix 1st y

Pl.

Sg

hn"ar<yTi2 f.

ar"yai1 c. 

War>yyI3 m.

War>yTi2 m.

ar"ynI1 c.

yair>yTi2 f.

ar"yTi2 m.

ar"yTi3 f.

ar"yyI3 m.

2nd vowel A2nd vowel  e2nd vowel ;2nd vowel   "

ldoG"arEy"[m;v'ac'y"

“U” class“I” class“A” class

22. Qal Affix vowel patterns

Wnd>b;K'

!T,d>b;K.

~T,d>b;K.

Wdb.K(' 

yTid>b;K'

T.d>b;K'

T'd>b;K'

hd"b.K('

dbeK'

“I” dbk “U” ldg“A” dqp23. Qal  Affix 
“Classes”

Pl.

Sg

!T,,l.d"G>!T,d>q;P.2 f.

yTil.doG"yTid>q;P'1 c. 

Wld¥.G"Wdq.P'3 c. 

~T,l.d"G>~T,d>q;P.2 m.

Wnl.doG"Wnd>q;P'1 c.

T.l.doG"T.d>q;P'2 f.

T'l.doG"T'd>q;P'2 m.

hl'd¥.G"hd"q.P'(3 f.

ldoG"dq;P'3 m.

dx'a, hwhydx'a, hwhyNumbers

#r<a'h' tazo

^yh,Ola/ hL,ae

tazoh; #r<a'h'Demonstrative

!qez" %l,m,h;w>hb'Aj #r<a'Descriptive (indefinite)

#r<a'h' hb'Ajhb'Ajh; #r<a'h'Descriptive (definite)

PredicateAttributive

24. Atrributive and Predicate Adjectives

1. An attributive adjective modifies a noun directly; it follows the noun and agrees 
with it in gender, number and definiteness.

2. A predicate adjective usually precedes the noun. it must agree with its noun in 
gender and number but not necessarily in definiteness.
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arEy"

ayhi

rb'D"

tyIB;

~[I

la;

Al

~v'

hf'['

ha'r"

ab'c'

hT'[;

!yIa;

ymi

#Ay

af'n"aWh

h['r"rBeDI

hw"c'tB;

hT'a;~ai~[;

!yI[;l[;la,

hm'aOl

~y"~ve

25. Similar Words 26. Qal Imperatives -1

hn"d>bo[]

Wdb.[i

ydIb.[i

dbo[]

1st Gut’

hn"b.ve

Wbv.

ybiv.

bve

1st y

hn"ar<y>

War>yI

yair>yI

ar"y>

1st y

hn"ya,r>

War>

yair>

haer>

3rd h

hn"ar<q.hn"[.m;v.f. pl.

War>qiW[m.vim. pl.

yair>qiy[im.vif. sg.

ar"q.[m;v.m. sg.

3rd aStrong

27. Qal Imperatives - 2

hn"m.fe

Wmyfi

ymiyfi

~yfi

Hollow

hn"v.G:

WvG>

yviG>

vG:

1st n

hn"l.pon>

Wlp.nI

ylip.nI

lpon>

1st n

hN"Te

WnT.

ynIT.

!Te



hn"aBohn"m.qof. pl.

WaABWmWqm. pl.

yaiABymiWqf. sg.

aAB~Wqm. sg.

HollowHollow

28. Piel Imperatives

hn"k.rEB'

Wkr]B'

ykir]B'

%rEB'

Mid 
Guttural

hn"x.L;v;hn"r>BeD:f. pl.

WxL.v;WrB.D:m. pl.

yxiL.v;yrIB.D:f. sg.

xL;v;rBeD:m. sg.

3rd

GutturalStrong

29. Stems

l[;p.nI

l[;p.h'

ly[ip.hi

l[;Pu

l[ePi

l[;P'

Stem

dq;P'basicsimple stemQal

dQePiintensive, 
denominative, 
privative

doubled middle root letterPiel

dq;p.nI

dq;p.h'

dyqip.hi

dQ;Pu

Regular 
verb eg.

passive, 
reflexiven sound added before rootNifal

passive 
causativeh+   uor    'followingHofal

causativeh added before rootHifil

intensive
passive

doubled middle root letter

uunder 1st root letter
Pual

Meaning 
ChangeDescriptionName

hn"x.Q;Ti3 f.

Qal Prefix

Pl.

Sg

hn"x.Q;Ti2 f.

xQ;a,1 c. 

WxQ.yI3 m.

WxQ.Ti2 m.

xQ;nI1 c.

yxiQ.Ti2 f.

xQ;Ti2 m.

xQ;Ti3 f.

xQ;yI3 m.

Qal Affix30. xq;l'

Pl.

Sg

!T,x.q;l.2 f.

yTix.q;l'1 c. 

Whq.l)"3 c.

~T,x.q;l.2 m.

Wnx.q;l'1 c.

T.x.q;l'2 f.

T'x.q;l'2 m.

hx'q.l)"3 f.

xq;l'3 m.

hn"x.q;f. pl.

Wxq.m. pl.

yxiq.f. sg.

xq;m. sg.

Qal Imperative

x:qeOlm. sg

Qal Participle
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31. DDO + Pronoun

!h,t.a,3 f. pl.Ht'ao3 f. sg.

~t'ao3 m. pl.Atao3 m. sg.

!k,t.a,2 f. pl.%t'ao2 f. sg.

~k,t.a,2 m. pl.^t.ao2 m. sg.

Wnt'ao1 c. pl.ytiao1 c. sg.

32. Qal Participle

tAmf'

~ymif'

hm'f'

~f'

~yfi

tAmq'

~ymiq'

hm'q'

~q'

~Wq

tAaB'

~yaiB'

ha'B'

aB'

aAB

tAdm.[otAdq.Pof. pl.

~ylip.nO~ybiv.yO~ylik.ao~ydIm.[o~ydIq.Pom. pl.

hl'p.nOhb'v.yOhl'k.aohd"m.[ohd"q.Pof. sg.

lpenObveyOlkeaodme[odqePom. 
sg.

1st n1st y1st a1st GutStrong

33. Noun Endings

ta;j;x;taJ'x;

twaJoX;tAKr>BiyrEb.DI~yrIb'D>

tAtAy e~y iplural

tK;r>Bihk'r"B.rb;D>rb'D"

t :h '     tno special endiNGssingular

Fem. ConstructFem. AbsoluteMasc. 
Construct

Masc. 
Absolute

34. Common Irregular Nouns

ry[i

~Ay

xa'

ba'

tB;

tyIB;

hVai

vyai

Sg. Absolute

yrE['~yrI['ry[icity

ymey>~ymiy"~Ayday

yxea]~yxia'yxia]brother

tAba]tAba'ybia]father

tAnB.tAnB'tB;daughter

yTeB'~yTiB('tyBehouse

yven>~yvin"tv,aewoman

yven>a;~yvin"a]vyaiman

Pl. 
Construct

Pl. 
Absolute

Sg. 
Construct

1. Regular infinitive

The Qal infinitive of a regular verb has a holem after the second root letter

[:mov.liWith attached 
preposition[:mov.Regular infinitive

2. Verbs beginning with y (+ some 1st n verbs and some whose 1st letter is weak)

t[;d:l'With attached 
prepositiont[;D:Regular infinitive

Verbs beginning with a y usually form their infinitives by dropping y and adding t

Verbs beginning with y which retain the y in the prefix usually follow the regular 

infinitive pattern [aroy> <  ary]

35. Qal Infinitive (1-2)

3. 3rd h

tAar>liWith attached 
prepositiontAar>Regular infinitive

~Wql'With attached 
preposition~WqRegular infinitive

4. Hollow verbs

Roots ending in h form the infinitive by dropping the h and adding tA

Hollow verbs retain the y or w in the Qal infinitive

5. !tn

ttel'With attached 
prepositiontTeRegular infinitive

36. Qal Infinitive (3-5)
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hn"yn<b.Ti3 f.

Qal Prefix

Pl.

Sg

hn"yn<b.Ti2 f.

hn<b.a,1 c. 

Wnb.yI3 m.

Wnb.Ti2 m.

hn<b.nI1 c.

ynIb.Ti2 f.

hn<b.Ti2 m.

hn<b.Ti3 f.

hn<b.yI3 m.

Qal Affix37. 3rd h

Pl.

Sg

!t,ynIB.2 f.

ytiynIB'1 c. 

WnB'3 c.

~t,ynIB.2 m.

WnynIB'1 c.

tynIB'2 f.

t'yniB'2 m.

ht'n>B)"3 f.

hn"B'3 m.

hn"yn<B.f. pl.

WnB.m. pl.

ynIB.f. sg.

hnEB.m. sg.

Qal Imperative

hn<Bom. sg.

hn"Bof. sg.

~ynIBom. pl.

tAnBof. pl.

Qal Participle

hn"m.AqT'3 f.

Qal Prefix

Pl.

Sg

hn"m.AqT'2 f.

~Wqa'1 c. 

WmWqy"3 m.

WmWqT'2 m.

~Wqn"1 c.

ymiWqT'2 f.

~WqT'2 m.

~WqT'3 f.

~Wqy"3 m.

Qal Affix38. Hollow

Pl.

Sg

!T,m.q;2 f.

yTim.q;1 c. 

Wmq'3 c.

~T,m.q;2 m.

Wnm.q;1 c.

T.m.q;2 f.

T'm.q;2 m.

hm'q'3 f.

~q'3 m.

hN"Be

WnyBi

ynIyBi

!yBi

hn"m.Oqf. pl.

WmWqm. pl.

ymiWqf. sg.

~Wqm. sg.

Qal Imperative

tAnB'

~ynIB'

ynIB'

!B'~q'm. sg.

hm'q'f. sg.

~ymiq'm. pl.

tAmq'f. pl.

Qal Participle

acyHollow3rd h1st n1st GuttStrong

Wnylig>hi

!t,yleg>hi

~t,yleg>hi

Wlg>hi

ytiyleg>hi

tyleg>hi

t'yleg>hi

ht'l.g>hi

hl'g>hi

WnaceAhWnAmyqih]Wnv.G:hiWnd>m;[/h,Wnd>q;p.hi1 c.

!t,aceAh!t,Amyqih]!T,v.G:hi!T,d>m;[/h,!T,d>q;p.hi2 f.

~t,aceAh~t,Amyqih]~T,v.G:hi~T,d>m;[/h,~T,d>q;p.hi2 m.

WayciAhWmyqiheWvyGIHiWdymi[/h,Wdyqip.hi3 c.

ytiaceAhytiAmyqih]yTiv.G:hiyTidm;[/h,yTid>q;p.hi1 c.

taceAhtAmyqih]T.v.G:hiT.d>m;[/h,T.d>q;p.hi2 f.

t'aceAht'Amyqih]T'v.G:hiT'dm;[/h,T'd>q;p.hi2 m.

ha'yciAhhm'yqihehv'yGIhihd"ymi[/h,hd"yqip.hi3 f.

ayciAh~yqihevyGIhidymi[/h,dyqip.hi3 m.

39. Hifil Affix 

hn"l.DEg>T;2 f.pl.

Strong40. Hifil Prefix

Pl.

Sg

WlyDIg>T;2 m.pl.

lyDIg>a;1 c. 

WlyDIg>y:3 m.pl. 

hn"l.DEg>T;3 f.pl.

lyDIg>n:1 c.pl.

yliyDIg>T;2 f.

lyDIg>T;2 m.

lyDIg>T;3 f.

lyDIg>y:3 m.

ÙyÙiAhÙyÙih'ÙyÙiÙh;Infinitive

ÙyÙiAmÙyÙimeÙyÙiÙm;Participle

ÙÙeAhÙÙeh'ÙÙeÙh;Imperative

ÙÙ,AYw:ÙÙ,Y"w:ÙÙeÙY:w:Prefix/vav conv.

ÙyÙiAyÙyÙiy"ÙyÙiÙy:Prefix

ÙyÙiAhÙyÙiheÙyÙiÙhiAffix

1st yHollowRegular41. Hifil Synopsis 42. The Shortened/Apocopated Form (Qal)

<

<

<

<

<

<

bveyEbv,YEw:

ha,r>yIar>Y:w:

hf,[;y:f[;Y:w:

hn<b.Ti!b,Tiw:

bWfy"bf'Y"w:

~yfiy"~f,Y"w:
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Hollow “I” Class
43. Qal Affix

Pl.

Sg

!T,m;2 f.

yTim;1 c. 

Wtme3 c. 

~T,m;;2 m.

Wnt.m;1 c.

T.m;2 f.

hT'm;2 m.

ht'me3 f.

tme3 m.

ghen:%rEB'rBeD:Infinitive

ghen:m.%rEb'm.rBed:m.Participle

ghen:%rEB'rBeD:Imperative

ghen:y>%rEb'Y>rBed:y>Prefix

ghenI%rEBe %r:BerBeDIAffix

no compensationMid guttural/rPiel regular

44. Piel Compensation Synopsis

hN"he !he3 f. pl.ayhi3 f. sg.

hM'he ~he3 m. pl.aWh3 m. sg.

hn"Tea; !Tea;2 f. pl.T.a;2 f. sg.

~T,a;2 m. plhT'a;2 m. sg.

Wnx.n:a]1 c. pl.ykinOa' ynIa]1 c. sg.

45. Independent Subject Pronouns
46. Verb + pronominal DDO

! !h,3 f. pl.h H 3 f. sg

~ ~h,3 m. pl.Wh A w 3 m. sg.

!k,2 f. pl.% e2 f. sg.

~k,2 m. pl.^2 m. sg.

Wn1 c. pl.ynI1 c. sg.

3 f.

Qal Prefix

Pl.

Sg

2 f.

lk;Wa1 c. 

Wlk.Wy3 m.

Wlk.WT2 m.

lk;Wn1 c.

2 f.

lk;WT2 m.

lk;WT3 f.

lk;Wy3 m.

Qal Affix47. loky

Pl.

Sg

2 f.

yTil.koy"1 c. 

Wlk.y")3 c.

2 m.

1 c.

2 f.

T'l.koy"2 m.

hl'k.y")3 f.

lkoy"3 m.

lkoy"Absolute

tl,koy>Construct

Qal Infinitives

rf,[,tr<v,[]hr"f'[]Ten

[v;T.[v;Tot[;v.Tih['v.TiNine

hn<mov.tn:mov.hn"mov.Eight

[b;v.[b;v,t[;b.vih['b.viSeven

vvetv,vehV'viSix

vmex]vmex'tv,mex]hV'mix]Five

[B;r>a;t[;B;r>a;h['B'r>a;Four

vlv.vlv'tv,lv.hvlv.Three

yTev.~yIT;v.ynEv.~yIn:v.Two

tx;a;dx'a,One

before onlybefore or afterbefore onlybefore or after

Modifying feminine nounsModifying masculine nouns48. Numbers
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location, directionhc'r>a;

part of another sort of word (pronoun, adverb, etc)hT'a;
feminine singular possessive suffixh'yr<['

feminine singular participle endiNGhd"q.Po

feminine singular adjective endiNGhb'Aj
part of feminine singular nounhn"v'

emphatic verb form.ht'yvi['

optional m. sg. imperative endinghd"yGIh;
cohortative hhk'l.ne

feminine plural imperativehn"r>mov.

2 and 3 f. pl. prefix complementhn"ya,r>Ti

3 f. sg. affix pronounhd"q.P'(

part of verb rootha'r"49. h 'endings

1. It may be part of a whole word you should recognise as it stands hT'a;

2. In other cases, you need to find the root. If it is a noun, knowing your 
vocabulary will be a great help

3. If it is a verb form:

a. holem A after the first root letter is probably a sign of a participle

b. shewa .under the first root letter and n immediately before the h 'could 

be an indication of the feminine plural imperative

c. a prefix pronoun, combined with n immediately before the h 'could 

indicate 2nd and 3rd f. pl. prefix

50. Clues for  h 'endings

may shorten (42.1)may lengthen (30.1a)usually lengthens (41.1)

Let him/her/them doDoLet me/us do

3rd person2nd person1st person

JussiveImperativeCohortative

51. Different Imperatives

untilrv,a] d[;

when, asrv,a]K;

where or whence~v'.... rv,a] 

in (the place)rv,a]B;

to (the place)rv,a] l[;

to him whorv,a]l;

52. Compounds with rv,a]

Wnk.r:b.nI1 c. pl.yTik.r:b.nI1 c. sg

!t,k.r:b.nI2 f. pl.T.k.r:b.nI2 f. sg.

~t,k.r:b.nI2 m. pl.T;k.r:b.nI2 m. sg.

hk'r>b.nI3 f. sg.

Wkr>b.nI3 c. pl.%r:b.nI3 m. sg.

53. Nifal Affix $rb

nXXXT'

stem preformativerootaffix pronoun

WnAmWrn>Wnm.r:

3 f. sg. Nifal affix3 f. sg. Qal affix1st Gutturals

hd"m.[,n<hd"m.['(

1 c. pl. Nifal affix1 c. pl. Qal affix

hm'Arn"hm'r"
3 f. sg. Nifal affix3 f. sg. Qal affixHollow verbs

h['d>Anh['d.y")
3 f. sg. Nifal affix3 f. sg. Qal affix1st y verbs

ha'F.nIha'f.n")
3 f. sg. Nifal affix3 f. sg. Qal affix1st n verbs

54. Nifal Variations



10

55. Nifal Rules

If the vowel under the second root letter is patach the form is affix

%r:b.ni

If the vowel is qamets it may be a participle

%r"b.nI

The Qal and the Nifal are the only stems in which the participle does 

not have a preformative m

56. Nifal Meanings

D. The Nifal is often used to express an emotional state

C. It can be the active + to or for oneself

B. It can be used to express reciprocal action

A. A lot of verbs have a reflexive meaning in the Nifal

hn"r>m;a'T;hn"[.m;V'Ti3 f.

rmea'nE

hn"r>m;a'Te
Wrm.a'(Te

Wrm.a'(yE

rmea'ae

yrIm.a'(Te

rmea'Te

rmea'Te

rmea'yE

1st Guttural/r verbs[mv57. Nifal prefix

Pl.

Sg

hn"[.m;V'Ti2 f.

[m;V'a,1 c. 

W[m.V'(yI3 m.

W[m.V'(Ti2 m.

[m;V'nI1 c.

y[im.V'(Ti2 f.

[m;V'Ti2 m.

[m;V'Ti3 f.

[m;V'yI3 m.
The Nifal prefix patterns for weak verbs can be identified by the dagesh forte
in the first root letter and qamets under it.

Even 1st n verbs follow this pattern [g:N"Ti

In 1st y verbs the y of the root becomes the older w as it does in the Nifal 

affix. But here, because it has a dagesh forte, it is consonantal.

58. Nifal Prefix Patterns

59. Noun Roots

ykiB.hkb
nounroot

A. Nouns which end in y come from roots which end in h

hP,dy"!Be
B. Some two letter nouns are found listed as two letter nouns

rGErwg

rh;rrh

ba'hba

nounroot

C. Most two letter nouns are listed as being from hollow, geminate, or 3rd h root

la; is a negative particle, used with a prefix form of the verb to 

express a negative command (Don’t….)

The infinitive absolute + verb (usually prefix) is an emphatic construction 
conveyed in English by adding the word surely to the verb employed.

60. Miscellaneous

Qibbuts   u under the first root letter, plus doubling of the middle 

root letter, are signs of the Pual, the passive of the Piel system.

The Nifal imperative and the Nifal infinitive can be recognised by the 

· hi preformative

@sy + verb

do X again or sometimes continue to do X
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A first person prefix, singular or plural, may be used in a specialised 
construction called the cohortative.

A cohortative is a type of command – to oneself:

“Let us do such and such.”

“I shall do…”

“We shall do such and such.” (not future, but an exercise of will)

The cohortative h is usually h "

an" is a particle attached almost exclusively to

imperatives, cohortatives, and jussives

61. Cohortatives

A third person prefix form, singular or plural, may be 
used as a jussive, a command given in the third person

Examples of jussives:

“May he do such and such”

“Let them do such and such”

The Hofal is the Hifil stem in a passive mood

Active: you showed me

Passive: I was shown by you

62. Jussives


